ﬁjrg Weekly Cell Guide Leader’s Copy

RiverLife & Theme: First Love

Series - For God so loved the world Date/s - 27 Nov 2016
Topic - Spiritual fishing Speaker/s - Pastor Ben KC Lee
Welcome (15 min]
You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell.

www.thesource4dym.com/games/
www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html< go to LEAD, click on ICEBREAKERS >

Worship [15 min]

You may select songs like “Salvation is Here”, Your Grace is enough” and “Pass it On”

Spiritual Objectives

At the end of the cell discussion, cell members will be:
1. Reminded of our calling to share the gospel
2. Challenged to go out and be “fishers for men”

Word [45 min]

Luke 5:1-11 is about a story of a miraculous catch of fish. Instead of teaching, Jesus began fishing in this
passage. Peter and his friends were out fishing the whole night before but they were clearly disappointed in
the morning when they came back empty handed. It was while they were cleaning the nets that Jesus
approached Peter and thereafter, performed a miracle. Jesus turned something natural into one that is
supernatural. Peter’s failure to catch fish was turned into a success by Jesus instantly. There are 3 principles we
can learn from here.

Firstly, we learn that the message of the gospel is Jesus. Christianity is not just about going to church. Fishes
are caught with a net and Jesus is the story of the Gospel. The OT speaks of God as sovereign and in the NT, it
speaks of a personal God. The gospel embodies the promises of God and it is not about healing, prosperity or
of grace (hyper-grace) but rather, it is about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have
revelation in the Name of Jesus. Noah called upon the Name of God and so did Abraham who stood in the gap,
pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah. Therefore, how can one call upon the Name of God unless they are told the
Name of God? Our offices, school, army bases and home are like our fishing boats and Jesus Christ is the net —
the gospel incarnate to catch men.

Secondly, we are to put our faith in Christ. We should take courage for spiritual fishing. The initiative for
witnessing comes from Christ and we should persevere and obey Christ even when it does not make sense.
Although the fishermen only go out in the night to fish in the shallow waters at the shores of the lake of
Gennesaret, Jesus who was only a carpenter told them to go into the deep water to fish in the morning instead.
This would have made no sense at all to his fellow fishermen who might be nearby. However, Peter obeyed
Jesus and set the sail of his boat out to fish in the morning. We read in Romans 10:17 that faith comes by
hearing the message so we must share the gospel as it produces faith. Peter changed from calling Jesus ‘Rabbi’
to ‘Lord’. When men are caught, they will come alive. We should keep away from things that keep us from
sharing the gospel. We should obey God’s prompting even though it doesn’t make sense.

Thirdly, the church should be united in sharing the gospel and drawing in the harvest. It is a team effort.
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Fishing requires a partnership and there should be no sleeping partners in church. Let the Word of God bring in
the harvest and we just do what is humanly possible. Peter knew that it was not his skill that brought the
harvest of fish but it was God. Therefore, the result of salvation does not come from us but it is His plan and
power that work through ordinary people like you and I. Our failure is the doorway to success and fruitfulness.

Pastor Ben Lee ended by giving a challenge to the congregation to go out to fish for the Lord who is the Lord of
the Harvest. He exhorted the congregation to expect to be astonished in the light of God’s abundance. Do not
be afraid of rejection in sharing the gospel as failure in evangelism (not having a good catch) is a doorway to
success if Christ (asking Peter to cast the net) is in it.

Discussion Questions

1. Pastor Ben shared about the first 2 principles on spiritual fishing. What are these two principles? How
does knowing these principles help encourage you to share the gospel? [10 mins]

Leader’s notes: In the context of Jesus calling out of Peter as His first disciple, we also see a powerful
example in Jesus as the Provider as we seek His kingdom first. Although Peter was sorely desperate and
frustrated (Luke 5v5) and could not quite make sense of Jesus’ instructions, he still obeyed. In
understanding that our faith is in Christ and that He is the Lord of the Harvest, we should not be burdened
but to share the gospel freely with anyone we meet and share our testimony with them, leaving the results
to Him.

2. Pastor Ben mentioned about the obstacles that may keep us away from obeying Him and sharing the
gospel. What might these obstacles be? [10 mins]

Leader’s notes: Peter was very much focused on the outcome of his “harvest” that morning. He had
probably been going out to fish the way he had always been doing those few nights although it had not
been yielding results. It was at this point of his disappointment that Jesus called out to him to catch his
attention perhaps. Peter was in a rather desperate situation and Jesus called him out from his situation
and he became an ardent disciple of Jesus. As Jesus called out Peter; we are commissioned to call out pre-
believers into the Kingdom of God. This shows that being “fishers of men” ourselves, we should be
obedient like Peter and have faith in Jesus that He will bring in the harvest Himself. In addition, when we
listen, persevere and obey Him, we will also see miracles in our lives.

3. How can you help yourself to overcome your personal obstacles and share the gospel at your “fishing
boat’ (marketplace)? [10 mins]

Leader’s notes: This is an open-ended question though leaders might want to encourage the members to
share about the obstacles they face although they know and desire to want to share the gospel with
people around them. Emphasize on the point that the church is a family and this is team effort. This will
give us confidence to share the gospel as we are all in it together. We should not be too concerned about
the results but rather to simply avail ourselves and obey His promptings to share our testimony whenever
we are called to. Take this opportunity to discuss what you can do to share the gospel as a cell group.

Works [10 min]
Let’s pray:
1. All RiverLifers will heed the call of Jesus to share the gospel with every pre-believer whom they are in contact with.
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Announcements
1. Bridging 1-2-3

4 Dec, Sun, 2.30pm — 5pm. Make a date and come with the whole cell! It is a workshop where you will get a
chance to practise what you are learning and be more confident in sharing the gospel.
Walk in this Sunday at Victory Chapel.

2. Cell Outreach Kit for Christmas

Cell Leaders, please be informed that if your cell group is hosting the Christmas outreach you may approach
the Cell Connection Counter starting this Sunday (while stocks last) to collect one Cell Outreach kit per cell

group.
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