&g Weekly Cell Guide Leader’s Copy

RiverLife #

Series - Jesus’ Passion For Us -2 Datels - 13 Mar 2016
Topic - The Good News Of The Kingdom Speaker/s - Pastor John Koe
Welcome (15 min]
You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell.

www.thesource4dym.com/games/
www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html< go to LEAD, click on ICEBREAKERS >

Worship [15 min]

You may select songs like “Thank you for the cross”, “When | survey the wondrous cross”.

Spiritual Objectives

At the end of the cell discussion, cell members will:
1. Learn about what the Kingdom of God is like
2. Know that God desires us to partner with Him in the preaching of the Good News

Word [45 min]

In Genesis 1:27-28, God vested the authority to rule over creation to men. Man was to have dominion over
creation (Psalm 115:16) but that dominion was handed over to Satan when Adam fell into sin. Under the rule
of Satan, creation (things and possessions) decays and deteriorates. In Luke 4:5-7, in the temptation of Jesus,
Satan had reiterated his authority over creation. Satan knew that Jesus had come to take back what was lost
and he wanted Jesus to worship him. However, Jesus paid the price legally on the cross for the redemption of
man. Being crucified and now resurrected, Jesus has restored what was rightfully the inheritance of man that is
to exercise dominion over earth. And as children of God, we are restored to be His agents of restoration for the
world.

In Romans 8:19, 21, creation awaits to be restored and the church is deemed ‘too slow’ in the restoration that
will bring healing to her. As believers, we are to spread the Gospel of His Kingdom — to receive salvation,
restoration and protection through Jesus. Believing in the Good News will cause people to break away from
Satan’s hold. In 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, there are those who are blinded from what the Gospel reveals of God'’s
goodness. Many do not know the goodness of God because the enemy is trying to cover up the truth.

Jesus preached that the Gospel of the Kingdom involves preaching of the Good News and healing (Matthew
4:23). In Matthew 3:2, it says ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is near’. Repentance is not remorse alone
but a change of mindset in order to know the ‘Kingdom’. Our minds are being renewed and we are to
demonstrate the Gospel so that people can see and recognise the work of Jesus —and by faith we have
become His children through our repentance and belief in the Good News (Mark 1:15).

We should not resist but partner with Him through the end times. We must not fear but partner with Him for
there will be a shaking of the heavens (Hebrews 12:26). We have to put on our pair of Kingdom lens which is to
interpret truths rightly and to understand the times that we live in, so as to partner with God in the Great
Commission. We might have focused on getting people to ‘convert’ to Christianity and have forgotten to live
up to the reality of the Kingdom of God which is to reveal the glory of God here on earth. Where the Kingdom
of God is, there will be kingdom outcomes such as God’s righteousness, holiness, peace, joy, etc. We submit to
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His Commission that is to preach the Good News and pray for the sick (Mark 16:15-18).

Discussion Questions

1. Pastor John Koe mentioned that the church has focused on getting people saved instead of talking
about the Gospel of the Kingdom. Share briefly what is the Gospel of the Kingdom like? [15 min]

Leader’s Notes: A recap. Pastor mentioned that as the church, our mission is not about making converts
that is to merely offer people a ticket to heaven. Along with the message of salvation, we should also
share about what the Kingdom of God is like. You can get a glimpse of what the gospel of the kingdom of
GOd is like when we look at what Jesus did in His ministry. Read Matthew 4:23-24. When Jesus came to
earth, He came to bring healing to sickness, replace suffering with relief, and fulfill emptiness with
purpose. He came to change things for the better for a world that had no hope outside of God. The Gospel
of the Kingdom deals with all things that the cross affected including salvation, restoration and
reconciliation of all things. In short, Christ came to bring us the Kingdom of God on earth. God wanted His
Kingdom expressed through His church and make known the blessings which are available here on earth.

2. Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14b-15, NASB). Why the need to repent?
[10 min]

Leader’s Notes: A relate question. Ask members what they think Jesus is saying here about the kingdom of
God, about repenting and believing. Jesus has come and he preaches the gospel — the good news that God
forgives sinners. He is saying, “I offer you a place in the Kingdom if you repent and believe the gospel of
Jesus Christ”. Consider 1) How would others see the Kingdom of God (in today’s context)? Others can see
this kingdom through the Church or the believers. As God’s children and being co-labourers in God’s
mission, we ought to demonstrate His goodness as we live in the presence and power of God — bringing
God'’s blessings to those around us and bringing glory to Him. God would want us to experience
restoration and healing (in His Kingdom) as children of God.

2) To repent is ‘metanoeo’ which means turn and go the opposite way. You first get into the kingdom of
God by turning away from your sin and to put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is an objective kind of
repentance which is based on faith in the person of Jesus Christ and His work. With ref to Acts 3:19-21,
repentance is believing that God’s good news reveal His extreme goodness that is extended to man
through Christ. This is the key to the restoration of all things before the return of Christ. God calls us to
‘repent and return’ — to have our minds renewed and be aligned with His kingdom purposes.

3. How do you think you can partner with God and carry out His Great Commission at wherever you are
now? [15min]

Leader’s Notes: This is a response question. Reflect on Great Commission as mentioned in Mark 16:15-18.
Prompt members to discuss about the times where they had shared the gospel but had faced rejection by
pre-believers? What difficulties do they face? Do they think they are well-equipped to handle questions
about their faith and hold a conversation with pre-believers with the love of Christ? If we lack the
‘handles’ to share the gospel and the goodness of God, perhaps we should consider how we can learn
them and also to gather as a cell group and pray for their friends and loved ones. Pray also for the sick as
we learn to minister to believers and pre-believers.
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Works [10 min]
Let’s pray:

1. We will understand the times that we live in & to partner with God in the Great Commission. Revealing His
glory on earth.

Announcements

1. RiverLife Camp 2016 (for adults, young adults & Children)
Fri to Mon, 10 - 13 Jun (4D/3N), Hotel Equatorial Melaka Malaysia
Registration period - Early bird: 13 Mar — 3 Apr, last day of registration: 17 Apr
Camp Speaker: Rev Daniel Lim (Guest Worship Leader: David Brymer)
Please approach the Camp Counter at Fellowship Atrium this Sunday for more details or for enquiries,
please email christinetan@riverlife.org.sg or call 6511 4111 during office hours

2. Precept Bible Study Class
Tuesdays, 19 Apr — 24 May | 8 — 10pm.
Topic 2: Being a disciple — Counting the real cost. (six-week, no homework)
Register at Cell Connection Counter or www.riverlife.org.sg by Sun, 10 Apr

3. Joining The Family
Sat, 9 Apr | 2 - 5pm | Conference Room
Sign up at Information Counter by Sun, 3 Apr.

4. Parenting Workshops
Sat, 9 & 16 Apr | 2.30pm - 6pm | Victory Chapel, Rooms 207, 208, 213, 214 & 215
Sign up at Information Counter by Sun, 3 Apr.
For more information, please contact Mary Lim at 6511 4149, or email her at marylim@riverlife.org.sg
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