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19 DEC 2021 | IMMANUEL, GOD WITH US | MATTHEW 1:21-23

Series: With You This Christmas | Speaker: Pastor Joachim Tan
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WELCOME

[15 MINS]

You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell.
Ice Breakers 1
Ice Breakers 2

m

[15 MINS]

You may select songs like
1. Joytothe World
2. Jesus Messiah

]

WORD

[45 MINS]

SPIRITUAL OBJECTIVES

At the end of the sermon discussion, cell members will:

1. Be reminded of the meaning of Immanuel, God with us

2. Bereminded of the importance of reaching the lost and committing it to Him in prayer.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201%3A21-23&version=NIV
http://www.thesource4ym.com/games/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html

SERMON SUMMARY

Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. The significance of His name tells us three important things
1) God is near us (Isaiah 41:10a, Deuteronomy 31:8),

2) We are never alone (Matthew 1:23, Psalm 23:4) and

3) We receive the divine involvement of His presence.

SERMON RECAP

A promise was given to God’s people when Jesus was born. It was given to us in the book of Isaiah and was fulfilled
at the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Pastor Joachim shared about three pointers on the significance of
“Immanuel, God with us”.

1. Godis Near Us

“So do not fear, for | am with you,; do not be dismayed, for | am your God..” — Isaiah 41:10a

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged.” — Deuteronomy 31:8

e We worship a God who is close and near us
e As Christians, we may feel distant from Him at times. However, we can take comfort that He is closer to us
than we think or believe.

2. We are Never Alone

“So do not fear, for | am with you,; do not be dismayed, for | am your God.” — Matthew 1:23

“Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.” — Psalm 23:4

e We often feel alone in times of difficulties and this was made worse by the COVID-19 pandemic.

e There are also times where we isolate from others because we feel alone and ashamed.

e Inspite of all this, we can take comfort in the good news of Christmas — God is with us through every illness
and disease, difficult circumstances, pain and when we feel lonely.

3. We Receive the Divine Involvement of His Presence
e When God is with us, there is a natural manifestation of His presence in our lives.
e Pastor Joachim provided different examples:
e Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Daniel 6)
e The fiery furnace (Daniel 3)
e King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:7)

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.” — Psalm 23:6

e Asachurch, we can be encouraged knowing that God’s presence is tangible and real in our circumstances.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+41%3A10a&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deut+31%3A8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=daniel+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+18%3A7&version=NIV

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Pastor Joachim spoke about the three important truths about Immanuel, God with us. Share with the cell a
pointer that spoke to you for this season of your life. [10 Mins]

2. Through Pastor Joachim’s preaching and the testimony, we hear about how God has been faithful in the good
and bad times. Share with the cell a Bible story or verse you hold on to when you are in the midst of struggle
and waiting upon God for deliverance. [15 Mins]

3. God is with us and He has called us to be His witnesses to those who have yet to know Him. Share with the
cell about a pre-believer you are reaching out to and to commit them to God in prayer. [15 Mins]

WORKS

[10 MINS]

Consider dividing the group into micro-groups for a deeper time of sharing as well as praying for the following
items:

1. Sermon Application
e We will remember that our God is a good God that wants the best for us. Therefore, we need not fear of
giving our “Yesses” to Him.
e God will show us the areas of our lives that need to be surrendered once again to Him.

2. COVID-19 in Singapore
e Praise God for the decrease in community cases.
e Pray for God’s protection especially from the Omicron variant.

3. COVID-19 in the World
o A swift end to the COVID-19 crisis globally, if not a reduction in cases in third world nations, and a stable
environment where humans and virus coexist.
e Healing and comfort for those who are sick and suffering.
e Protection and guidance for healthcare professionals at the frontline, giving them wisdom, courage, and
strength to confront this crisis.

4. Opportunities for Outreach

e Askthe Lord to grant you opportunities to reach out to a non-believing loved one, friend, or colleague this
week as we seek to mature in Christlikeness.

)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

[5 MINS]



1. Resumption of 11am Service. Our 11am service is resumed last Sunday, 19 Dec to allow more RiverLifers to
return to church for worship. Let’s free up our car park lots for guests and visitors, our elderly and parents with
young children. If you can, do park your vehicles outside of the vicinity. Our back gate will be opened for the
convenience of those who park outside of church.

2. Prayer Ministry. If you require prayer ministry for any issues you face (eg. unforgiveness, demonic oppression,
etc), you can sign up for RLC’s RTF ministry: https://bit.ly/rlcrtf

3. Bible Reading Plan. You can access our 2-Year Bible Reading Plan 2021-2022 by visiting: https://rlc.sg/brp2021.

ONLINE GIVING TO RIVERLIFE CHURCH

Contribute your tithes and offering digitally:

1. PayNow
Log in to your bank’s existing mobile banking app. Scan this QR code on
the right OR enter UEN No. 200100806D.

Interbank Transfer
RiverLife Church Bank Account: DBS Autosave 029-902431-0
Bank Code: 7171 / Branch Code: 029

ONLINE DONATION TO RIVERLIFE COMMUNITY SERVICES

Donate digitally:

PayNow
Log in to your bank’s existing mobile banking app. Scan this QR code on the
right OR enter UEN No. 200711586 WDON

Kindly indicate your NRIC No. under the Bill Reference to qualify for tax
deduction.



https://bit.ly/rlcrtf
https://rlc.sg/brp2021

