


Why [50 We Need A,fS-pirituaI Revamp?

1. We are notin the best of our spiritual
health.

2. We need to break free from the ropes
that tie us down -

3 God wants to mvolve us |n a fresh season
of mlnlstry soon



~We are not in the best
~ of spiritual health.



There is a big gap between
our spiritual conviction and
our,behaviour.

- The spmt of complacency
- and compromise has seeped
into the church'___;_‘{....






The Ropes That,,,.'(Ffie Us Down!

T . The Rope of Constumerism and
Non-commitment |

s The Rope of Complacency and
| Compromlse

s The Rope onf\ Cynlclsm and Criticis_m |



The Meanlngs Of Complacency & Compromise

. Complacency Afeelmg of uncritical
satisfaction over one’s condition or
achievement. Smugness, self-satisfaction,
self-approval, self admiration, self- ”
congratulatlon '
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. VC-ompror'ni‘gfe‘"'—: The expedient acceptance of
standards that are/below what is desirable



Complacency &,,.GOmpromise

Root Cause: Pride and Self-sufficiency

| don’t need God nor His Word to lead me in life.
| can depend on’ﬁﬁy own experience and-wisdom |
to guide me. l also have good connections and
financial resourc’ fﬂscto see me through life.

‘Llfe must be pragmatlc' If it is expedient, | am
willing to compromise in my deC|S|on maklng,
'regardless of blbllcal prmmples =



The Churchat Laodicea

A blbllcal e)gample of a church where
- pride, self-sufficiency and
complacency had taken roots




~ “"are neither cal:i;f

Revelatlon 3 14 22

= " fAnd to the angel of the church in VE
~ Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of |
- God's creation. 15 « “I know your works: you
I nor hot. Would that you
were elther cold or hot!




Revelatlon 3 14 22

= 1960, because you are Iukewarm and neither
~ hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my g
mouth. 77 For you say, | amrich, | have
prospered, and | need nothing, not reallzmg
"' that you are. wrei;ched pitiable, poor, blind,
: and naked e MO



Revelatlon 3: 14 22

o 1184 counsel you to buy from me gold refined

by fire, so that you may be rich, and white |
garments so that you may clothe yourself
“and the shame of your nakedness may not

' be seen, and saive to anoint your eyes, so

that you may see. 19Those whom | love, |
reprove and dlsc:|pllne so be zealous and
repent g



- “ grant him to.sit'w

Revelatlon 3: 14 22

o 140 Behold | stand at the door and knock. If
- anyone hears my voice and opens the door, |
will come in to him and eat with him, and he
“with me. 2' The one who conquers, | will
,;l;th me on my throne, as |
also conquered and sat down with my
Father on his throne




Revelatlon 3 14 22

- 22He who has an ear, Iet him hear what the

Spirit says to the churches



New Testament Churches In Asia Minor

BéBCk New Testament Churches
€a Western Asia Minor

~

roas {B

Pergamos

® _Thyatira
di) E
: Sardis
SMYMAcS 2 Philadelphia
- ® Hierapolis
Ephesu o
Qp S=. - Laodicea

o Colosse

PR
Mediterranean Sea
2 bIaStuy.r & | ;




" Historical Facts Abdut Laodicea

Poor drinking water

A prosperous banking centre
Famous for its black wool
Established medical centre



Somé Observationis-""Flrom Scripture
1. Jesus knew all the deeds of His people.

415 | know your works you are neither cold

/

“ nor hot o
NG Y Revelation 3:15



. 1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus

~ write: ‘The words of him who holds the
seven stars in his right hand, who walks
among the seven golden lampstands.

i 2“1 know your works, your toil and: your
patlent endura"‘;f‘.e |

| | TR ‘Revelation 2:1-2



Some Observations-From Scripture

2 * Jesus rebuked the Laodicean believers ’
for their Iukewarmness

— 50, because you are lukewarm, and neither
~ hot nor cold, lfifff’,;lll spit you out of my mouth.

Lukewarm Half hearted Indlfferent Complacent



Jesus Rebuke To Ephesmn Church

~ 4Butl have this agalnst you, that you have

- abandoned the love you had at first.
> Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at

-~ first. If not, 1. will gome to you and remove

your Iampstand from its place unless you
repenti= LR

Revelza}t’ifon 2:4-5



Jesus Rebuke To Thyatlran Church

20yt | have this complamt against you. You b
~are permitting that woman-that Jezebel
who calls herself a prophet-to lead my
~servants astray. She teaches them to

- commit sexual simand to eat food offered to

~idols. 2| gave ‘her time to repent, but she
does not want to turn away from her |
|mmoraI|ty -

'Revelatlon' 2:20-21



- children dead. Th

Jesus’ Rebuke To Thyatiran Church

- 22“Therefore, | will throw her on a bed of 5
- suffering, and those who commit adultery with
her will suffer greatly unless they repentand
turn away from her evil deeds. #* | will strike her

, 1 }_,;e/h all the churches will know »
~thatl am the one who searches out the
thoughts and mtentlons of every person. And |
will glve to each of you whatever you: deserve.

i Revelatlon 2 22-23



Some Observations-From Scripture

3. The Church could not see its own spiritual  ;-f
pQVerty. | ‘ |

7 For you say, lam rich, | have prospered
- and | need nothlng not realizing that you
are wretched, pltlable poor, bllnd and

naked e



Two Assessments Of One Reality

1. The Church’s Assessment | am rlch
prosperous self sufficient...

2 Jesus Assessment You are wretched
pltlable poor bllnd and naked..



| am an
awesome
Lion!

See how
majestic |
am!



Some Observations-From Scripture

4. Jesus Was Left Outside Of His Church

20 Behold, | stan"d‘/at the door and khbck IF

w3 anyone hears ;g;,,;,,y.;v0|ce and opens the door,

1 will come m “td Hlm and eat W|th him, and
he with me. '



| ‘, Charac’ﬁeristics Of Th}erLaodicean Church

It was lukewarm and pathetic.

Its spiritual condition made Jesus -
nauseous.

It was blind. fs;%’fostts own spiritual poverty

1t functloned mdependently of Christ.
Jesus was left out5|de of His church



Jesus’ Counsel To Laodicean Church

18] counsel you to.buy from me gold refined .
by fire, so that you may be rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself
1 and the shame of your nakedness may not
- be seen, and saWe to anomt your eyes, soO
that you may see.



1. Gold refined by
fire

B 2. White garments

3. Eye salve

Jesus’ Counsel

Real faith tested by
trials
(1 Peter 1:7)

Righteous deeds of
the saints
(Revelation 19:8)

Spiritual wisdom of
the Holy Spirit
(John 14:26)

True wealth that
glorifies God

Spiritual clothing to
cover its nakedness
and shame

Ability to discern
true spiritual
matters




Jesus’ Final Plea

- ¥ Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline, .
so be zealous and repent. 2° Behold, I stand at’
the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice
i, and opens the door, | will come in‘to him and -
eat W|th h|m and he W|th me.



Jesus’ Final Plea

1. I rebuke and discipline you because I love
you. ' A |



Hebrews 12:5-6

gL My son, do not make light of the Lord'’s

discipline, and do.not lose heart when he
rebukes you, ¢ because the Lord disciplines
. the one he loves, and he chastens-everyone-
he accepts as hrsxsen



Jesus’ Final Plea

1. 1rebuke and discipline you because | love
you. F |
, 2. Be zealous to repent.

3 Open your heért and let me come in to
fellowshlp W|th you once agaln' .



But how are we to return to God?

What klnd Q posture should we adopt
to recelve H|s healing touch?



~ Luke 18:9-14

~ 2Then Jesus told this story to some who had
great confidence in their own rlghteousness
and scorned everyone else: '° “Two men
-, went to the Temple to pray. One was a
" Pharisee, and t‘fﬁf“ _ other was a despised tax
collector. =




Luke 18 9 14

S The Pharlsee stood by h|mse|f and prayed

this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that | am not
like other people—cheaters, sinners, . ~
) adulterers. I'm certalnly not like that tax

collector' o > fast/twme a week, and | give
" you a tenth of my mcome



 Luke 18:9-14

~ 13“But the tax collector stood at a distance
and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as .
he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest.in |
1| SOrrow, saylng, O God be merciful-to me,
for lam a smnér



~ Luke 18:9-14

141 tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee,
returned homeJustlfled before God. For
those who exalt themselves will be humbled
1 and those who humble themselves W|II be

X\ /

exalted S
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~ Isaiah 57:15

15 The high and lofty one who lives in i
eternity, the Holy One, says this: “I live in the =
high and holy place with those whose sp|r|ts' |
1 are contrite and humble | restore the
crushed splrlt 0f the humble and revive the
 courage of those W|th repentant hearts



~ Psalm 51:16-17

16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or | would

offer one. You do not want a burnt offermg

7 The sacrifice you desire is a broken.spirit.

-1 You will not reJect a broken and repentant
heart O God



Only a contrite and repéntantvheart
can set us free from the rope of
~ complacency and compromise!



Summary

If we really want te-have an effective
spiritual revamp |n the Upper Room ‘we

need to:

A, Recognlze our splrltual poverty

- 2. Humble ourselves In deep repentance
3. Y|eId ourselves totally to the Lord






